GODOWSKY REFUSES
T0 PLAY FOR FRENCH

Nod.Q ]
Austrian Piani*yt, on Program at
Artists’ Benefit at Metro-
politan, Sends Regrets.

‘ADMIRES THjEIR ART — BUT

It Is Impossible|for Him to Partici-
pate in a National Undertaking—
Audience Sings “Marseillaise.”

T i e s o

The Metrapolitan Opera House was
the scene of another benefit entertains
ment last night, this time for & Fronch
chartty,  The Hu@'h-tﬂ Fraternelle  des
Artists  was the beneficlury, and lhu:
Théatre Fr:lnculn.i which will begin the
most ambitious sepson it has yet under.
taken next Monddy night, was sponsor
for the affair. T'he big auditorium was
perhaps two-thirds filled, and from the
sale of seats and programs several thou-
sund dollars were realized.
An international tinge was given to
the entertainmeng by the fuilure ot
Leopold Godowsky, the planist, to ap-
pear.  Mr. Godowsky, who t5 an Aus-
an, was on thp program to play a
Kroup ol numbe n‘s‘ but yesterday he
pent R, ol .iu‘nnann, his concert man-
ager, this lotter;

Aly Dear Mr, Johnson: Upon my returh
o town tonight > fill the engagement
which you booked for me tontght, [ find the
ehgagement i which 1 am announced 1o
Bppear ig given wiiler the auspices of the
Prohel Goverumenf - Wlis §ouiy & gloa?
sdinlrer of the Irqnch una of Freuch art
1t 15 absclutely imppssible for me to partici-
bate actively in ary uational undertaking.
Regretting to put you to 80 much trouhle,
and hoplng that nyy non-partloipation will
Hot Inconvenionce finy ono, 1 itemuin,

LEOPOLD GODOWSKY.

It was rumored about the foyer that
Mr. Godowsky had been notified by a
representative orl‘me Austrian Govern-
ment that if he efer cared to return to
Vienna it would he well for him not to
take purt in a l‘énoilt fur the enemies
ot his fatherla

Another disappeintinent was the ab-
sence of Marthal Chenal of the Opera
Camique. At thel beginning of the wiur
Mme. Chenal chnu—d something of a

furore by her singing of the ‘* Mar-
selllaiye ' In Parfis. She was to have
sung the nationgl anthem lust night,
but the failure of the new French liner
Lafayette to arnive deprived the au-
dience of that trgat.
O course  the| ‘' Marselllaise **  win
sung Paul Cappllani recited an ori-
ginal piece entitl " L.e Chant Sacre,”
which told of Rouget de 1'lsle composing
the 'hymn. The jrecitation closed with
the words of the poem and the audience,
atirred by M. Capellani's superb decla-
mation of ft, blrst into cheers, and
when the orchesfra struck up the air,
into song. M ‘apellani is an  actor
from the Comédle rancaise, who has
come to New Yok to appear in leading
roles at e ’]’ho-ujno Francais. Kven in
this ‘modest endpavor he showed the
thoroughness of fhe training which the
Prench school giviea Ity actors.
’ Another new mnjember of the French
Theatre who made her first appearance
|in Amerlea was [dAllian Greuze, a pupil
| of Surah Bernha Mlle. Greuze acted
i merry Httle sKetch, called * English
Hchool,™  with t“aorm- Ranavant., 8o
verfecet was her enunciation and the
modulation of het voice that every Byl-
latde could be hward distinctly In the
rear of the auditdrium.

JDavid Bispham kang ** Danny Deever,"’
and there were | songs sung by  liecon
Rothler, Andree ! Bartlett, and  Mlle.
Berziat In sonje gracefully executed
Spanish dances Mlie. Rodriguez showed
great virtuosity with the castanets

Oné of the parterre hoxes wag draped
with trench and American flags, An
ecnpint of this hox was (leorges ey
raud, the 1ienclh Consnl Genoral, The
tricoior  was  in Jevidance also on tho
Women who sold prograr
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